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KUALA LUMPUR: Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi will propose ad-
ditional funding for the expan-
sion of Universiti Poly-Tech
Malaysia (UPTM)’s campus at the
cabinet meeting next week.

Bernama reported that the
matter would be conveyed to
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim to be given priority.

“InsyaAllah, (Communications
Minister) Datuk Fahmi Fadzil
and I, despite being from differ-
ent political parties, will quietly
convey to the prime minister the
need to prioritise additional
funding for education and a larg-
er campus (at the university),” he
said at Amazing Syawal UPTM
2025 here yesterday.

Zahid, who is also rural and re-
gional development minister,
added that UPTM must be fully
equipped with world-class learn-
ing facilities, including “smart
classrooms” with interactive in-
telligence panels, high-speed In-
ternet and amenities that meet
the latest learning needs.

He also said that UPTM was
expected to offer a Bachelor in
Artificial Intelligence pro-
gramme by the end of this year,
with the anticipated increase in
student numbers being a key fac-
tor driving the need for campus
expansion.

Meanwhile, the Malaysian
Communications and Multime-
dia Commission (MCMC) will al-
locate RM200 million to enhance
Internet facilities and connectiv-
ity at all educational institutions
under Majlis Amanah Rakyat
(Mara).

Fahmi said the allocation
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aimed to resolve Internet connec-
tivity issues faced by Mara in-
stitutions.

He added that initially, MCMC
wanted to allocate RM150 mil-
lion, but he requested an addi-
tional RMS50 million to be pro-
vided to Mara.

“But 1 feel it’s not enough. I
have a niece studying at UiTM
Dengkil and when I visited the
campus, I saw that every room
had its own WiFi router.

“This is a good standard and
could be a model to follow
and implement in many other
places.

“So I'm requesting an addition-
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al RM50 million, bringing the to-
tal to RM200 million.”

During the event, a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) was
inked between MCMC and Mara
to improve the Internet connec-
tivity at all Mara education in-
stitutions.

The signing was witnessed by
Zahid, Fahmi, Deputy Rural and
Regional Development Minister
Datuk Rubiah Wang, Mara chair-
man Datuk Dr Asyraf Wajdi
Dusuki and MCMC executive
chairman Tan Sri Mohamad Sal-
im Fateh.

The cooperation would involve
Maktab Rendah Sains Mara, In-

stitut Kemahiran Mara, Kolej
Kemahiran Tinggi Mara, Mara-
Japan Industrial Institute, Kolej
Poly-Tech Mara, Kolej Profesion-
al Mara, Kolej Mara, Universiti
Kuala Lumpur, German-Malaysia
Institute and GiatMara.

The initiative will facilitate
learning and enable students to
make use of Internet access for
their daily needs.

The MoU also involved the
“Safe Internet” campaign to de-
velop awareness among students
and staff members.

On another matter, Zahid said
he had instructed Mara to expel
any students from its institutions
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who misused Internet services
for immoral activities.

His response came following
revelation by Kelantan police
chief Datuk Mohd Yusoff Mamat
on Wednesday of a sharp increase
in sexual offences, particularly
involving underage girls in the
state.

“We will ensure that this high-
speed Internet is not misused for
sexual activities by users or stu-
dents here.

“If such cases were to occur, I
have instructed Mara chair-
man Datuk Dr Asyraf Wajdi
(Dusuki) to expel the students in-
volved.”




