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SEREMBAN: The Syawal festivities are a time of
joy and indulgence, often marked by an array
of delicious dishes.

Yet, perfectly good leftovers are frequently
discarded instead of being shared or saved.

This wasted surplus food could bring joy to
those in need.

Beyond preventing waste, initiatives to
save such food could also help reduce landfill
impact, said Negeri Sembilan Solid Waste and
Public Cleansing Management Corporation
(SWCorp) director Cairul Hisham Jalaluddin.

“Based on a study of waste composition in
Negeri Sembilan this year, food waste,
particularly surplus food, accounts for 29% to
30% of landfill waste, compared with other
solid waste.

“This not only results in financial losses,
but also harms the environment.

“It is crucial to continuously educate

families on the importance of proper waste
management.”

Cairul  Hisham said SWCorp has
implemented various initiatives, including
the Hargai Makanan, Elakkan Pembaziran
(Value Food, Avoid Waste) campaign, aimed
at raising public awareness on the
importance of redirecting surplus food to
those in need.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi had previously said
according to statistics, Malaysia disposes 8.3
million tonnes of food waste each year,
equivalent to each person generating 260kg
annually, with 24% still suitable for
consumption.

Cairul Hisham added that environmental
impact during Syawal could be reduced by
limiting the use of single-use packaging and
choosing recyclable alternatives such as glass

or aluminium containers.

He also stressed the importance of
separating waste into organic, recyclable and
general waste categories.

Proper disposal of food and kitchen waste
could significantly reduce the amount of
rubbish sent to landfills.

In Negeri Sembilan, 28,993.94 tonnes of
waste were sent to landfills during Syawal
2023, which rose to 32,413.96 tonnes last
year, an 11.8% increase.

“So, there is a possibility of another rise in
waste disposal during this year’s Aidilfitri
celebrations if proper waste management
measures are not in place.”

To maintain public cleanliness during the
festive season, Cairul Hisham said his team
would intensify operations, with 18
enforcement personnel deployed throughout
Aidilfitri. — Bernama




